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INTRODUCTION

• The Contest was created by the Society of 
American Archivists in 2011 as part of their 
Professional Issues and Advocacy Efforts:
– Works in Conjunction with American Archives 

Month
– Celebrating the People who use our Archives 

by Sharing their Discoveries
– Encourages the use of Social Platforms
– It’s About Having Fun



• SAA’s I Found It In The Archives Kit available 
at http://files.archivists.org/advocacy/2012-13_IFIITA-PR-Kit.pdf

– The “How To” Guide for Managing Your Local 
contest

– Promotional Flyer
– Includes Customizable Forms 

• Entry Form
• Entry Application
• Release/Waiver

CONTEST RESOURCES



ENTRIES: TELL THE TALE 
AND THE RESULT

• Researcher describes the Information Source 
and what it meant to his/her Personal 
Research
– 400 Word Essay

• E-mail (set up a contest specific address)
• Postal Service (send to “ATTN” contest or person)
• In Person

– 2 Minute Video
• YouTube
• MPEG-4 Files by Attachment to E-mail
• In Person/Postal Service (Flash Drive)



YOUR LOCAL  
ORGANIZATION'S CONTEST

• Choose a time frame
– SAA recommends October, but it is up to you
– Be clear about the deadline for submission

• Choose Prize(s)
– Consider a “Wow” Experience 

• Explain the rules 
– Your organization’s contest rules should be in line 

with the National Contest
– Contestant’s will need to be reminded of the rules



• Small Support Team to Manage the Work
• Ask for help from others with skills

– Media/Marketing Outreach
– Graphic Design
– Social Media Posting 

• Online Voting
• Stick with your schedule

– Submissions from the Public
– Internal Judging
– Online Public Voting
– Announcing Your Local Winner
– Enter the National Contest sponsored by SAA

• Pay attention to the National Contest Submission Deadline & 
Plan Accordingly

MAP YOUR PLAN 



SPREAD THE WORD

• Web Page Devoted to the Contest
• Blog Entries
• Listserv Announcements
• Posters/Flyers
• Twitter/Facebook/etc.
• YouTube
• E-mail Blasts
• Institutional Newsletters
• Local News Media



SPREAD THE WORD
Organizational Newsletters Blog Entries



ADVERTISE: SIGNS 
AND FLYERS



ADVERTISE: 
PRESS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
CAN LEAD TO 
STORIES IN THE 
LOCAL MEDIA



JUDGING
• Internal Judging

– People who are managing the entries Should Not be 
judges

– Odd Number/Diversity
– Familiarize judges with the rules
– Judge on the Story: Information Source and Personal 

Impact
– Narrow down to Finalists 

• Public Voting
– Online: Goal is to “drive people to your website” or FB 

page
– Advertise (Pump Up Excitement)
– Set a voting time frame 
– Announce the Winner



• Number of Entries
– 2011: Ten Official Entries
– 2012: Six Official Entries
– 2013: Ten Official Entries

• How often you promote the contest using social 
media
– Statistics on Public Voting

• 2011: 466 Votes Cast (Winner Received 43%)
• 2012: 261 Votes Cast (Winner Received 54%)
• 2013: 284 Votes Cast (Winner Received 50%)

• Word of Mouth and One On One Time with local 
winner
– Every Year: PRICELESS

OHS MEASURES OF SUCCESS



2013 ENTRY “WOW!”
Original Art by Mary Jo Bole: Spent weeks at the Ohio History 
Center archives researching images for the Columbus Bicentennial



THE REAL PRIZE: 
STACKS TOUR/TALKING WITH 
OUR RESEARCHERS

2011 Winner-Linda Carew Ejzak 2013 Winner-Doug Tracy



• SAA accepts one entry from local archives 
for that year’s contest before the first 
weekday in March
– Follows the same advertising and judging 

processes as the local contests
– Internal and Public Judging in April & May
– Winner announced in June
– Prize: Trip to SAA’s Annual Conference in 

August
• Make sure your Local Winner is aware of the 

National Contest

NATIONAL CONTEST ROUND



STATISTIC 
TRACKING 
TO JUDGE 
SUCCESS



PLEASE VOTE IN THE 2013 NATIONAL CONTEST AT
WWW2.ARCHIVISTS.ORG/INITIATIVES/I-FOUND-IT-IN-THE-
ARCHIVES/I-FOUND-IT-IN-THE-ARCHIVES-2013-NATIONAL-
COMPETITION



CONTINUE THE CONVERSATION
ARCHIVESCONTEST@OHIOHISTORY.ORG



DISCUSSION

Has anyone run the contest in 
their repository?

What was your experience like?



DISCUSSION

How can we increase 
participation?



DISCUSSION

Is there 
interest in a statewide 

competition?



DISCUSSION

How can we use the 
contest information to 

demonstrate the value of 
archives to legislators, 

donors, granting 
agencies, etc.?




